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“MR. SUNSHINE” 

Matthew Perry stars as Ben Donovan, a self-involved manager of a busy yet rundown sports arena, the Sunshine Center, where curious mishaps and bizarre requests are nothing more than ordinary. Working alongside him is his boss and arena owner Crystal, attractive, powerful and highly erratic; Alice, the cute, tomboyish marketing director and Ben’s friend with benefits; Alonzo, a former basketball player, handsome and unbelievably happy; Ben’s assistant, Heather, pretty, sweet, but terrifying because she once lit a boyfriend on fire; Crystal’s son, Roman, sweet-faced, clueless and Ben’s newest employee; and a hapless operations crew whom Ben refers to collectively as the “Steves.”
 

On what would have been just a typical day at work -- trying to get rid of a hockey rink that won’t melt so the circus can go on that night, looking for an elephant lost in the building and arranging an impromptu press conference to repair one of his boss’s PR nightmares -- Alice ends her casual relationship with Ben to commit to another man. This happens on Ben’s 40th birthday, just as he’s realizing he doesn’t want to be alone.

 

“Mr. Sunshine” stars Matthew Perry (“Friends”) as Ben, Allison Janney (“The West Wing”) as Crystal, Andrea Anders as Alice, James Lesure as Alonzo and Nate Torrence as Roman. 
Matthew Perry, Alex Barnow, Marc Firek, Matthew Carlson, Jamie Tarses and Thomas Schlamme are executive producers. The Pilot was written by Matthew Perry and Alex Barnow & Marc Firek and directed by Thomas Schlamme. “Mr. Sunshine” is a Matthew Perry Production, Shoe Money Production, Barnow and Firek Production and FanFare Production, in association with Sony Pictures Television.

MATTHEW PERRY, executive producer 

(see separate bio)
ALEX BARNOW, executive producer

Alex Barnow is a New York native who grew up in Los Angeles and is a graduate of Northwestern University. His credits include “Family Guy,” “Rules of Engagement” and “Out of Practice.” He and writing partner Marc Firek have been under a development deal with Sony Television since 2007.

Barnow currently resides in Los Angeles with his wife, two daughters and son.
MARC FIREK, executive producer

Marc Firek is a Michigan native and graduate of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. His credits include “Family Guy,” “Rules of Engagement” and “Out of Practice.” Firek and writing partner Alex Barnow have been under a development deal with Sony Television since 2007.

Firek currently resides in Los Angeles with his wife and two daughters.
MATTHEW CARLSON, executive producer

Matthew Carlson created “Men Behaving Badly,” “Townies” and “God, the Devil and Bob.” His other credits include “The Wonder Years,” “Malcolm In the Middle” and “Sons of Tucson.”
Carlson lives in Los Angeles with his wife and two sons, and his life’s ambition is to someday beat his son in Boggle.

JAMIE TARSES, executive producer
Jamie Tarses serves as executive producer on TBS’s acclaimed comedy series “My Boys” and TNT’s popular medical drama, “HawthoRNe.” Born in Pennsylvania, Tarses grew up in Los Angeles. After graduating with a theater degree from Williams College, she entered show business as an assistant to the talent executive on NBC’s “Saturday Night Live.” From there she went on to hold executive jobs at both NBC and ABC. She has been an independent TV producer and currently has projects in development at many cable and broadcast networks.

Tarses lives in the Hollywood Hills with Padraic Aubrey and their son and daughter. 
THOMAS SCHLAMME, executive producer
After relocating to New York from his native Houston, Schlamme began his career directing cutting-edge music videos in the 1980s, then moved on to direct comedy specials for HBO, working with such talent as Whoopi Goldberg, Bette Midler, Robert Klein and John Leguizamo, among others. Shifting to episodic television, Schlamme produced and directed Tracey Ullman’s critically acclaimed series, “Tracey Takes On...,” for which he received an Emmy Award. He has also directed numerous episodes of such hit television series as “Mad About You,” “Friends,” “Ally McBeal,” “The Practice,” “Chicago Hope” and “ER,” for which he won an Emmy nomination for his direction of the live episode. Schlamme is credited with creating the look of such hit series as “Spin City,” “The Larry Sanders Show,” “Boston Public,” along with “Invasion,” “Parenthood,” “Sports Night”, “The West Wing” and “Studio 60.” He has won a total of 9 Emmy Awards. 

Feature film directing credits include “So I Married an Axe Murderer,” starring Mike Myers, “You So Crazy,” with Martin Lawrence, and “Miss Firecracker,” with Holly Hunter and Tim Robbins. Telefilm credits include “Kingfish: A Story of Huey P. Long,” starring John Goodman, and “Crazy from the Heart,” with Christine Lahti, both for TNT.

Schlamme continues to develop projects under his company, Shoe Money Productions. 
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