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“MODERN FAMILY” (Wednesdays from 9:00-9:30 p.m., ET)
Today’s American families come in all shapes and sizes. The cookie cutter mold of man + wife + 2.5 kids is a thing of the past, as it becomes quickly apparent in the bird’s eye view of ABC’s new half-hour comedy, “Modern Family,” which takes an honest and often hilarious look at the composition and complexity of family life in 2009.

Take for example Phil and Claire, two parents who want to have that open, healthy, honest relationship with their three kids. It’s not always easy, especially when you have a teenage daughter who’s growing up a little fast, a too-smart-for-her-own-good middle daughter and a rambunctious boy. On top of that, Phil wants to be the “cool dad,” while Claire is just trying her best to run a tight ship, determined not to let her kids have the rebellious childhood she had.

Then there’s Jay, a true guys’ guy who is having a bit of mid-life crisis. Jay has found a much younger wife, Gloria, who has become the center of his world. She’s a passionate and sassy divorcee who comes with an 11-year-old son, Manny. Already taking notice of girls and a hopeless romantic, Manny is as passionate as his mom and spends his time daydreaming and writing poetry. His new step-father isn’t altogether comfortable with the sensitive stuff and would like to toughen Manny up. But that’s only one of Jay’s challenges. The biggest is that people often mistake him for Gloria’s father, not her husband.

And lastly there’s Mitchell and his partner of five years, Cameron. They’ve just taken that amazing ‘next step’ by adopting a child together from Vietnam. Cameron has a wonderfully big personality and maybe a flare for the dramatic, whereas Mitchell is the more serious of the two. But they balance each other out and are already doting fathers. 
Life, it seems, is neither tidy nor politically correct. Yet that’s just what makes it fun and interesting in this window into the sometimes warm, sometimes twisted embrace of three modern families.

“Modern Family” stars Ed O’Neill as Jay, Julie Bowen as Claire, Ty Burrell as Phil, Sofía Vergara as Gloria, Jesse Tyler Ferguson as Mitchell, Eric Stonestreet as Cameron, Sarah Hyland as Haley, Nolan Gould as Luke, Ariel Winter as Alex and Rico Rodriguez as Manny.

Life, it seems, is neither tidy, politically correct or in any way predictable. For these three families, it turns out, are not three but one… one big, blended family, with Jay the patriarch and Claire & Mitchell his grown kids. Yet it’s just such surprises that make things so interesting in this window into the sometimes warm, sometimes twisted embrace of the modern family.
STEVEN LEVITAN, creator and executive producer
Emmy Award winner Steven Levitan began his career in television comedy in 1991 when he became a staff writer on “Wings,” where he remained for four years, moving up the ranks to co-executive producer. From there he became a co-executive producer on “The Larry Sanders Show” before joining “Frasier” in 1995, also as co-executive producer. In 1997 he created the hit NBC series “Just Shoot Me,” which he executive-produced for its seven season run. Levitan went on to create the shows “Stark Raving Mad,” “Greg the Bunny,” “Stacked,” “Back to You” and, most recently, “Modern Family.”

 
A Chicago native and graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Levitan began his career in the 1980s as a reporter and morning anchorman for the Madison ABC affiliate.
His list of awards includes an Emmy for his work on “Frasier,” three additional Emmy nominations for “Just Shoot Me” and “The Larry Sanders Show,” a Humanitas Prize, a CableACE Award and a Writers Guild nomination. He also garnered a Producers Guild Award and a Television Critics Association Award for “Frasier,” a People’s Choice Award for “Stark Raving Mad” and a Golden Globe nomination for “Just Shoot Me.” His wife, Krista, and their three children are tired of him reminding them about all this whenever he’s asked to do the dishes.

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD, creator and executive producer
Six-time Emmy Award winner Christopher Lloyd is best known for his work on the hit comedy “Frasier,” where he served as executive producer/showrunner for eight seasons. During his tenure, the sitcom won five consecutive Emmy Awards for Outstanding Comedy Series, securing its place in television history as the only show to achieve that feat.

Lloyd has been a successful television comedy writer and producer for the past 22 years. He began his career working on the first four seasons of “The Golden Girls,” and went on to produce the long-running comedy “Wings.” More recently he co-created and executive-produced the comedies “Out of Practice” for CBS and “Back to You” for FOX. In addition to his Emmy Awards, he is the recipient of a Writers Guild Award, a Golden Globe Award and other honors.

A native of Connecticut, Lloyd lives in Los Angeles with his wife, writer/producer/actress Arleen Sorkin, and their two sons, Eli and Owen.
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