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“THE MIDDLE” (Wednesdays from 8:30-9:00 p.m., ET)
Emmy-winner Patricia Heaton stars in this warm and witty single-camera comedy about raising a family and lowering your expectations. 
Frankie Heck is a superhero. Well, no, not an actual superhero — not unless you count getting her kids out the door for school every morning as a superfeat. Middle-aged, middle class and living in the middle of the country, this harried wife and working mother of three uses her wry wit and sense of humor to try to get her family through each day intact. Frankie has a job selling cars at the town’s only surviving car dealer; her husband, Mike, is a manager at the local quarry. 
In between juggling shifts and picking up fast food dinners eaten in front of the TV, Frankie and Mike raise their kids with love and solid Midwestern practicality. Axl is the oldest, a teenage jock who eats the family out of house and home and walks around in his underwear. Then there’s Sue, their extraordinarily ordinary pre-teen daughter who fails at everything she tries with great gusto. Brick, the youngest son, is an odd kid whose best friend is his backpack. Together, they’re putting THE MIDDLE on the map. 
“The Middle” stars Patricia Heaton as Frankie, Neil Flynn as Mike, Charlie McDermott as Axl, Eden Sher as Sue, Atticus Shaffer as Brick and Chris Kattan as Bob.
“The Middle” is created and executive-produced by Eileen Heisler and DeAnn Heline, and is a production of Warner Bros. Television. The pilot was directed by Julie Anne Robinson.
Eileen Heisler & DeANN HelINE, creators, executive producers
Eileen Heisler & DeAnn Heline have enjoyed an 18-year career writing on some of television’s biggest hits. They have been friends and writing partners since Heisler, who hails from a suburb of Chicago, met Heline, who comes from a suburb of Cincinnati, when they were assigned to the same dorm at Indiana University. Later they independently transferred to New York University, where they each earned B.F.A’s in television from NYU’s famed Tisch School of the Arts.

A break on ABC’s “Doogie Howser, MD” led to writing on the staff of “Roseanne.” During their tenure, the show won the Peabody Award, the Humanitas Prize and the Golden Globe.  From there they went on to produce “Murphy Brown,” where in two consecutive years series star Candice Bergen won Emmys for episodes written by Heisler & Heline, in addition to the series’ Humanitas Prize.   Heisler & Heline went on to executive-produce and showrun such successful series as “Ellen” and “How I Met Your Mother.” Most recently they had several development deals during which they created and executive produced “Three Sisters,” “Committed” and “Lipstick Jungle.”  During that time they also tried, with varying success, to maintain their sanity, raise their children and find decent parking in LA. With “The Middle,” Heisler and Heline are happy to be returning to their roots at ABC, and celebrating their roots in the Midwest… where there is always plenty of parking.

Heline currently resides in Pacific Palisades with husband Bruce Bolkin, President of Southland Publishing, and their two daughters, Kate (11) and Emery (9). 
Heisler also resides in Pacific Palisades with husband Adam Wolman, a television executive, and their twin boys, Justin and Ben (10).
ABC Media Relations: Virginia Mastroianni (818) 460698,Virginia.m.mastroianni@abc.com
Photography is available at www.abcmedianet.com or at (818) 460-6611
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