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“THE FORGOTTEN” (Tuesdays from 10:00-11:00 p.m., ET)
In the United States, the remains of 40,000 people have yet to be identified. When police investigations reach a dead end, civilian volunteers across the country work to name -- The Forgotten.

From executive producer Jerry Bruckheimer, “The Forgotten” is a drama series in which a team of dedicated amateurs – The Forgotten Network—work on murder cases involving unidentified victims. After the police have given up, this group, led by Alex Donovan (Christian Slater), must first solve the puzzle of the victim’s identity in order to then help catch the killer. These are citizen volunteers solving extraordinary crimes. Their persistence and compassion for the cases put them on a personal and emotional journey that focuses on giving names back to the deceased. 
The Forgotten Network gathers in coffee shops and living rooms to discuss leads, clues and tips, each bringing his or her own motivations and skills to the table, each driven by a deep sense of purpose. Donovan is a former detective who left the force after the disappearance of his own young daughter. Using his investigative skills, he can help piece together each victim's story, retracing their footsteps and finding out why they died by learning how they lived. Working against the clock to give each victim a name before they’re buried as a John or Jane Doe, these amateur detectives are in it to bring closure… and win justice. 

Also volunteering in The Forgotten Network are Candace Butler (Michelle Borth), a confident, headstrong young woman who avoids the crushing boredom of her mundane job by helping the Network identify victims; Lindsey Drake (Heather Stephens), a resilient high school science teacher who works with the Network as a form of penance for a crime committed by her husband; Walter Bailey (Bob Stephenson), a well-intentioned phone company employee and true-crime enthusiast whose zealousness can sometimes complicate investigations; Tyler Davies (Anthony Carrigan), a street-smart medical school dropout and aspiring artist who is court-ordered to join the Network to satisfy his community service; and Grace Russell (Rochelle Aytes), a resourceful homicide detective with the Chicago Police, who is Alex’s former protégé and now his main link to the department.

The series is produced by Bonanza Productions Inc. in association with Jerry Bruckheimer Television and Warner Bros. Television. Mark Friedman (“Home of the Brave”) is creator/executive producer. Jerry Bruckheimer, Jonathan Littman, Lukas Reiter (“Law & Order”) and Danny Cannon, who directed the pilot, are executive producers.

JERRY BRUCKHEIMER, executive producer 

Jerry Bruckheimer is perhaps the most successful and honored film and television producer in entertainment history. His films have earned worldwide revenues of over $15 billion in box office and have been acknowledged with numerous honors, including 41 Academy Award nominations, six Oscars, eight Grammy Award nominations, five Grammys, 23 Golden Globe nominations, four Golden Globes, 88 Emmy Award nominations and 17 Emmys.


Emerging from the world of advertising, Bruckheimer’s producing career began with such memorable films as “Farewell, My Lovely” and “American Gigolo.” With producing partner Don 


Simpson, the pair produced one hit after another, including “Top Gun,” “Days of Thunder,” “Beverly Hills Cop” and “Beverly Hills Cop II,” “Bad Boys,” “Dangerous Minds,” “Crimson Tide” and “The Rock.” Following Simpson’s passing, Bruckheimer produced even greater hits, among them “Con Air,” “Armageddon,” “Enemy of the State,” “Gone in 60 Seconds,” “Remember the Titans,” “Pearl Harbor,” “Black Hawk Down,” “Glory Road,” “National Treasure” and its follow-up “National Treasure: Book of Secrets,” “Déjà Vu,” “Confessions of a Shopaholic,” “G-Force” and the huge “Pirates of the Caribbean” trilogy. Next up from Jerry Bruckheimer Films are “Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time” and “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.”

Jerry Bruckheimer Television’s hugely popular programs include “C.S.I.” and its spin-offs, “C.S.I.: Miami” and “C.S.I.: NY,” “Cold Case” and six-time Emmy Award-winning “The Amazing Race.” Jerry Bruckheimer Television next expands into cable with the new dramatic series “Dark Blue,” starring Dylan McDermott, an untitled medical drama set in Miami, and “The Forgotten,” his first series for ABC.
MARK FRIEDMAN, creator/executive producer

Mark Friedman graduated from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland with a BA and MA in history, and attended the Production Program at the USC School of Cinematic Arts. He later returned to Johns Hopkins and received an MA in Writing Seminars.

Friedman’s first produced screenplay was “Home of the Brave,” directed by Irwin Winkler and starring Samuel L. Jackson and Jessica Biel. He is currently writing “Help Me Spread Goodness” for Participant Media, to be directed by Ben Stiller.
LUKAS REITER, executive producer

Lukas Reiter is a former co-executive producer of Dick Wolf’s “Law & Order.” He began his writing career working for David E. Kelly on “The Practice,” where he spent several years, then joined the staff of “Boston Legal,” serving on both shows as a supervising producer.

In 2002 Reiter’s work on “The Practice” earned him a Humanitas Prize – an award he shared with David E. Kelley and Aaron Sorkin. Other credits include Jerry Bruckheimer’s legal drama, “Close to Home.”
Reiter formerly served as an Assistant District Attorney in Queens County, NY, where he was assigned to the Homicide Investigations Bureau. He graduated cum laude from Temple University School of Law and has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Speech from Northwestern University.

JONATHAN LITTMAN, executive producer

A New Jersey native and graduate of Vassar College, Jonathan Littman began his career in entertainment on Broadway, working as both a stage manager and casting director. He moved from theatre to television, starting at ABC in children’s and late-night programming, and then joined NBC as director of daytime programs, overseeing game shows and daytime dramas such as “Concentration” and “Santa Barbara.” In 1991 Littman left NBC for the still fledgling FOX network and spent the next six years working in both current programming and drama development, where he was involved in the development and day-to-day management of such hits as “Beverly Hills 90210,” “Melrose Place” and “The X-Files.”
In 1997 Littman left FOX to create and run a television division for film producer Jerry Bruckheimer. As president of Jerry Bruckheimer Television (JBTV), he has been responsible for the development and production of all Bruckheimer series. Since the inception of the company, JBTV has produced over 1,000 episodes of television and currently produces more than 150 episodes of television per year. Bruckheimer series are seen weekly by more than 80 million viewers a week. Currently the company has seven series in production: “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation,” “CSI: Miami,” “CSI: NY,” “Cold Case,” “Dark Blue,” an untitled medical drama set in Miami, and “The Forgotten” (JBTV’s first series for ABC), plus the six-time Emmy-winning “The Amazing Race.” Littman serves as executive producer of all the series.
DANNY CANNON, director/executive producer

Several years ago, Danny Cannon came to Jerry Bruckheimer’s attention after the film producer saw his debut feature film, “The Young Americans.” When Bruckheimer made his foray into television, he wanted to bring cinema to the small screen and thought of Cannon.

Cannon, who grew up in North London, began his career as a theatre actor. While working with a small repertory company, he directed several short films featuring fellow actors. Acclaimed film director Alan Parker saw Cannon’s work and championed the young director (he was just 19) in BBC Showreel, an annually televised competition. After Cannon took first prize, Parker persuaded him to enroll at the prestigious National Film and TV School. 

In addition to “The Young Americans,” starring Harvey Keitel and Viggo Mortensen, Cannon has directed “Judge Dredd,” starring Sylvester Stallone; “Phoenix,” starring Ray Liotta, Angelica Huston and Giovanni Ribisi; and “Goal!,” starring Kuno Becker and Anna Friel. He has also directed a number of commercials and music videos. 
After directing the pilot for “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation,” Cannon stayed on as a producer and writer, working on pilots for both “CSI: Miami” and “CSI: NY.” In four years the “CSI” franchise has grown into one of the most successful television series ever and has won four People’s Choice Awards, as well as garnered three Emmy nominations for Best Drama Series. Cannon has gone on to executive produce and direct “Eleventh Hour,” “Dark Blue” and “The Forgotten.”
ABC Media Relations:
Jonathan Hogan (818) 460-7016, jonathan.hogan@abc.com
Photography: www.abcmedianet.com or Photo Hotline: (818) 460-6611
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CHRISTIAN SLATER
Alex Donovan on ABC’s “The Forgotten”

With an impressive career that spans the worlds of film, television and stage, Christian Slater has established himself as one of the most talented actors of his generation. Most recently Slater starred in “My Own Worst Enemy” as a man with two lives and personalities. In 2008 he completed production on “Dolan’s Cadillac,” based on the Stephen King short story, in which he portrays a mobster who murders a woman to keep her from testifying against him. 

In 2007 Slater returned to London to star in the sold out play “Swimming with Sharks,” and also starred in the film “Bobby” that year. In 2006 he starred opposite Anthony Hopkins in “Slipsteam” -- which Hopkins wrote and directed – as well as in the film “He Was a Quiet Man,” opposite William H. Macy and Elisha Cuthbert. Slater then returned to London to reprise his role as Randle P. McMurphy in the Really Useful Group’s production of “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” a performance which won him a Whatsonstage Best Actor Award and the Favorite Actor Award two years in a row at the Big Star Awards. In 2005 he starred in “The Glass Menagerie” on Broadway opposite Jessica Lange, receiving an award as Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play (Broadway.com Audience Awards). He also starred in “Churchill: The Hollywood Years.”

In 2002 and 2003 Slater made his mark on television with two captivating guest star arcs -- on “The West Wing” he portrayed Lt. Comdr. Jack Reese, and on “Alias” he played Neil Caplan, a vulnerable scientist who found himself entangled with terrorists. 

Slater made his film debut in 1985 in “The Legend of Billie Jean.” Among his many feature credits are “Windtalkers,” “Broken Arrow,” “True Romance,” “Very Bad Things,” “Heathers,” “The Contender,” “Bed of Roses,” “Murder in the First,” “Interview with a Vampire,” “Untamed Heart,” “Pump Up the Volume,” “The Name of the Rose,” “Tucker: The Man and His Dream” and “Gleaming the Cube.” His producing credits include “Basil” and “Hard Rain,” both of which he also starred in. He also served as an executive producer on Peter Berg’s “Very Bad Things.” In 1996 Slater made his directorial debut with “Museum of Love,” a short film for cable.
As an alum of the prestigious Dalton School and the Professional Children’s School in New York City, Slater debuted on Broadway at the age of nine in “The Music Man,” alongside Dick Van Dyke, and went on to play the title lead in “Oliver.” More recently he has garnered critical acclaim for his starring role in the Broadway production of “Sideman.” “Macbeth,” “David Copperfield” and “Merlin” also number among his Broadway credits.
PERSONAL INFORMATION

HOMETOWN………..New York, NY

BIRTHDATE…………..August 18
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MICHELLE BORTH

Candace Butler on ABC’s “The Forgotten”

Michelle Borth was most recently seen as Jaime in the drama series “Tell Me You Love Me,” which followed the amorous travails of three couples in various stages of their relationships. “Tell Me You Love Me” had critics buzzing and became one of the cable network’s most shocking series, earning a 2007 American Film Institute Award as one of the best television programs of the year.

On the silver screen Borth could most recently be seen in the independent romantic-comedy feature “TiMER,” which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival in April 2009. She can also be seen soon in the independent feature “A Good Old Fashioned Orgy,” alongside Will Forte, Jason Sudeikis and Leslie Bibb, about a group of friends and a very intimate party in the Hamptons.
Borth has been seen in many diverse television projects, most recently in “Supernatural.” Her film credits include “The Sisterhood,” “Trespasser” and Lion’s Gate Films’ “Wonderland” and “Silent Warnings.”

Borth, who currently resides in Los Angeles, is an avid fan of skydiving and riding motorcycles.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

HOMETOWN………..Monroe, NY
BIRTHDATE……………August 19
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HEATHER STEPHENS
Lindsey Drake on ABC’s “The Forgotten”

Heather Stephens most recently completed work on the feature films “My Girlfriend’s Boyfriend” and “Father vs. Son,” and she can currently be seen in “Messengers 2: The Scarecrow,” opposite Norman Reedus. Other film credits include “Tomcats,” “The In Crowd,” “With Friends Like These,” opposite David Strathairn and Adam Arkin, “Dante’s Peak” and David Lynch’s “Lost Highway.”
 

Stephens’ television work includes reccurring roles on “Desperate Housewives” and “Saved.” She has guest-starred on such shows as “CSI,” “CSI: Miami,” “Moonlight,” “Las Vegas,” “Without a Trace,” “E-Ring” and “Angel.” She also starred in the sitcom “Men, Women and Dogs” with Danny Pino.

 

Her most recent stage appearances have been in Christopher Kyle’s play, “Plunge,” at the Meta Theatre, and Richard Nelson’s “Franny’s Way” at the Geffen Theater in Los Angeles.

Originally from Maine, Stephens moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career the day after graduating from high school. She currently splits her time between Los Angeles and New York with her husband, who is a writer.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

HOMETOWN
Blue Hill, ME
BIRTHDATE
November 3
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BOB STEPHENSON
Walter Bailey on ABC’s “The Forgotten”

Bob Stephenson was a PA for five years straight out of college (College of Idaho and University of California, Santa Barbara), which in effect was his film school. He worked on the first season of “Twin Peaks.” In commercials and music videos, he has worked with David Fincher, Simon West, Dominic Sena, Herb Ritts, Michael Bay, Spike Jonze and Mike Mills, among others.
Stephenson’s extensive television credits include “Without a Trace,” “Jericho,” “CSI” and “Ally McBeal.” Feature films include “88 Minutes,” “Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle,” “Fight Club” and “Con Air.” 
Stephenson bleeds Lakers purple and gold, Dodger blue and Aston Villa claret and blue. He is a HUGE English soccer fan. Among his charitable endeavors he supports the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (his dad passed away from Leukemia eight years ago), Inner City Arts and the California Firefighters Association.

PERSONAL INFORMATION
HOMETOWN………..Camarillo, CA
BIRTHDATE
May 18
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ANTHONY CARRIGAN

Tyler Davies on ABC’s “The Forgotten”


Anthony Carrigan recently completed shooting on the feature film “The Undying.” For television, he’s had guest-star roles on “Law & Order: Criminal Intent” and was a lead in the pilot “Long Island Confidential.” 


A graduate of Carnegie Melon’s theater program, Carrigan lives in Los Angeles.

PERSONAL INFORMATION
HOMETOWN………..Boston, MA
BIRTHDATE
January 2
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ROCHELLE AYTES

Detective Grace Russell on ABC’s “The Forgotten”

Rochelle Aytes is quickly establishing herself as one of Hollywood’s brightest starlets with an impressive film and television career. In addition to “The Forgotten,” she can be soon seen in a lead role in the thriller “My Place in the Horror,” starring D.B. Woodside, Darrin Henson and Golden Brooks, and in “Trick r Treat,” in which she has a strong supporting role. Written and directed by Michael Dougherty (“Superman Returns”), it will soon be available on DVD. 

In 2007 Aytes starred in “Drive.” She is perhaps best known for her breakout role in 2006 in the Tyler Perry hit movie, “Madea’s Family Reunion.” Her big screen debut was as the love interest of Shawn Wayans in the hit comedy, “White Chicks.” On television she has guest starred on “Sex & The City,” “My Wife & Kids” and “Johnny Zero.”
A native of New York, Aytes’ first love was ballet. As a trained dancer, she appeared with Ballet Hispanico, as well as the national tour and Broadway cast of “Aida.” Fueled by her growing passion to pursue acting, she quickly built up a commercial resume by appearing in the advertising campaigns for Coca-Cola, McDonald’s, L’Oreal and Mercedes Benz. In 2004 she was also featured in the campaigns for Dasani, Tylenol, Gillette, Johnson & Johnson, Heineken and Burger King.

Aytes currently resides in Los Angeles, CA.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

HOMETOWN………..Harlem, NY
BIRTHDATE……………May 17
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